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the roof, to the gauge was about 30 feet. During one
heavy gale Dr. Robinson went up 011 the roof to see
how the gauge was acting. It was raining so heavily
that he was wet through while walking over the slight
distance of 10 yards, and yet not a drop of water was in
the gauge; all had been blown over it by the eddies.

The British Rainfall System, founded by Mr. G-.
J. Symons, F.R.S., in I860, and carried on under
the auspices of the British Association until a recent
period, has now grown into an extensive organisation
numbering over 2,000 observers. This success is almost
entirely clue to the energy of its founder, and the
result is that we possess more accurate statistics of
the rainfall of the United Kingdom than of any other
country in the world.

Still, however we may multiply rain observers so
as to secure a complete record of the rainfall, we are
a long way from a proper knowledge of the true method
of protecting ourselves against the rain when it falls,
and of dealing with it when it has fallen.

A gallon of water "weighs 10 Ibs., and, if spread out
in a layer an inch thick will only cover an. area of
two square feet. An inch of rain gives 100 tons of
>vater per acre, or 60,000 tons per square mile. Now,
on July 14, 1875, more than 5 inches of rain fell in,
Monmouthshire, and, accordingly, there were 500 tons
of water to be collected and stored for every acre.
Such a fall is, fortunately, extremely rare in the British
Isles, and, if we were to provide reservoir space to store
H, we may be certain that the utilitarian tendencies of
the residents in the neighbourhood of the dam would
lead them to use the basin for agricultural purposes,
(and that we should have a prodigious outcry for com-